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FROM LABBS CHAIRMAN 
Hello everyone 
I cannot believe that my two years as Chairman is almost over and that this is my last article for Voice 
Box.  They say that time goes quickly when you are having fun!  

Some exciting things have been happening during these two years; amongst the highlights are: 

The formation of a new Spanish Association of Barbershop Singing (more on p.16) 

 
Barbershop in Harmony was formed in June 2007 and is now well established with one joint 

event last year and others planned for 2009 (see below) 

We are working towards becoming a charity and thus being eligible to join Making Music

 

We now, at long last, have a Funding Officer (Chris Raper from The White Rosettes).  

I cannot reiterate enough how grateful I am to everyone who works so hard for the Association to make it what it is. The Ex-
ecutive, the Prelims./ Convention Team and the E&J Committee are the ones we all know about of course but there is a whole 
phalanx of people out there beavering away behind the scenes throughout the year.  

We are going from strength-to-strength with a gradually growing membership and I hope that trend continues for a long, 
long time.  

I have managed to visit 33 clubs (includ ing Coast-to-Coast) since March 2007 and have encountered wonderful hospitality 
from everyone. I wish I could have visited you all and to those I missed  sorry, but a visit every two weeks for two years was 
just impossible! During these visits I have realised just how much we all do for charity particularly, it would seem, the non-
competing choruses. I know we push for singing excellence (and that is as it should be) but an enormous amount of pleasure 
comes from just singing together, from the friendships formed and from the charity events undertaken 

 

and the charities 
benefit enormously too of course.  

Hopefully in the next edition of Voice Box we will hear of the success of our wonderful ambassadors The Cheshire Chord 
Company (current European Champions), The White Roset tes, Gem Connect ion, Amersham A Cappella, Havoc, NoteOrious 
and Fizz! at the European Convention in Holland . Very best wishes to Havoc when they sing on the World Harmony Council 
Jamboree Show in Anaheim in July  see you there girls!  

Thank you all for making the last two years so wonderful!               Yours, in harmony, Jacqui Edwards 

Jacqui Edwards 

Representatives of LABBS, BABS and 
Sweet Adelines International (Region 31) 
are continuing to meet regularly.  With a 
collective voice of over 6000 members 
we are working to promote and raise the 
profile of barbershop singing in the UK.  

One Voice CD 
This wonderful CD, featuring 
quartets and choruses from all 
three organisations, is now 
available  (see p. 14).  

Marketing Workshop. 
This is being held on 4th April 
2009 in Birmingham and will 
focus on, amongst other 
things, the marketing of the Barbershop 
in Harmony Week in September and the 
provision of tools for publicity officers. 
Further details and registration informa-
tion available from: 

debbie.watson7@ntlworld.com

  

Arrangers Workshops. 
An Improvers Day is being held on 26th 
April.  Details on LABBS website: 
  www.labbs.org.uk

  

An Advanced Weekend is being 
held on 13th/ 14th June with 
David Wright in attendance. By 
invitation only.  

Sing Barbershop Awareness 
Week. 
This will run from 12th 

 

20th 
September 2009.  We hope that 
all choruses in each Association 

will hold events across the UK during 
this week with the aim of increasing 
public and media awareness of our 
form of singing - concerts, singing in 
public places, rad io spots, singing 

workshops, anything that might work 
in your area and if you have any great 
ideas please let us know.  Be innova-
tive and please share your ideas with 
us all.  

Sing Barbershop Show 
at The London Palladium 
This is on Sunday 20th September 
2009 and is in conjunction with Mac-
millan Cancer Support.  Amongst 
those definitely appearing, to date, 
will be LABBS current gold medal 
chorus The Cheshire Chord Company 
and gold medal quartet NoteOrious 
and After Hours/ Pitch Invasion Octet.  
This is a huge undertaking for the 
three organisations and we all hope 
you will support it wholeheartedly.  

Jacqui Edwards 
on behalf of Barbershop in Harmony 

UPDATE

http://www.labbs.org.uk
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FELLOWSHIP OF DIRECTORS WEEKEND 
Jeanne O Connor and Lynn Randal l of 
V i l lage Vocal Chords (f rom Chicago - 
Harmony Inc Gold M edal l ist Chorus) 
joined M ari lyn Penketh and Karen 
Palmer to run the 2009 Fel lowship of 
Di rectors weekend in January and i t 
was a huge success.  

The annual Fellowship of Direc-
tors Workshop (organised by 
LABBS) gives MDs and Music 
Team Members an opportunity 
to air problems and find solu-
tions, share techniques and gen-
erally support each other. This 
year, there were sessions as di-
verse as a potted history of Bar-
bershop, Chorus Stacking, 
Coaching, Copyright, Healthy Singing, 
Vocal Anatomy and Warm Ups. Jiggle, a 
Novice Quartet from Second City 
Sound, made an appearance as willing 
guinea pigs whilst Section Leaders and 
MDs practised their coaching skills.   

Some delegates had recently stepped off 
the risers to take over when MDs had 
left their choruses and were having to 
learn very quickly; the Fellowship of 

Directors is vital to them and this week-
end proved really useful.  However, the 
best MDs say that you never stop learn-
ing and the weekend included lots of 
useful material for established MDs and 
experienced Section Leaders and 
one of them commented that this 
weekend was: "The best I have 

attended in 10 years!"  

Of the forty plus dele-
gates, a few attended as 
interested onlookers 
(not Music Team mem-
bers or MDs) and they 
were made welcome. I t was a 
great to see what i t s l ike f rom 
the other side of the risers, 

said one, and I ve got lots to take back 
to share with my chorus.

  

It was a very busy weekend with much 
to digest - but there was lots of tag-
singing and laughter too.   

Special thanks to Rosamunde 
Pope for her hard work; the 
weekend ran very smoothly 
thanks to her organisational 
skills.  

In summing up the weekend, 
Jeanne O Connor said how 
pleased she was to make the 
trip to the UK in Harmony 
Inc s 50th year. She recalled attending 
Harmony Inc s Convention in its 25th 
year w hen LA BBS representatives  

made their first trip to the USA [see 
above]. From that time, the LABBS/
Harmony Inc partnership has been 
mutually beneficial as both organisa-
tions developed and moved with the 

times.   

The delegates were very 
appreciative of the part 
that Jeanne and Lynn 
played in the weekend. 
They treated us as 

equals and were so 
wi l l ing to share every-
thing that they knew 

and yet were also wi l l ing to l isten to 
our problems wi th sinceri ty and an 
open mind, said one happy customer. 
What powerhouses of energy, said 

another, What a depth of knowledge! 
What a wonderful , approachable, en-
tertaining time they gave us!

  

Left to right: Jeanne O Connor, Karen 
Palmer, Lynn Randall, Rosamunde Pope, 

Marilyn Penketh 

In 1984, Sheila Rice (Education Advi-
sor), Marilyn Penketh (Arrangement 
Category Specialist), Margaret de Wolf 
(Interpretation Category Specialist) and 
Sandra Landey (Stage Presence Cate-
gory Specialist)  travelled to Providence, 
Rhode Island in order to attend the 25th 
International Contest and Convention of 
Harmony, Incorporated.  

To commemorate this special anniver-
sary, LABBS donated a silver plate 
which is awarded annually to the high-
est placed, non-medallist chorus, scor-
ing in Presentation.  

Medals are awarded to the first four 
placed choruses.  

PRESENTATION OF LABBS TROPHY 

Harmony, Incorporated will celebrate its 50th anniversary in November 2009 by 
returning to Providence, Rhode Island where it all started in 1959. 

From left to right: Club President, Heidi 
Berger, MD Wendy McCoole and  

LABBS Marilyn Penketh with the trophy. 

In November 2008, at the Interna-
tional Contest and Convention 
held in Appleton, Wisconsin, the 
LABBS trophy was presented to 
the Sounds of the Seacoast, from 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire by 
Marilyn Penketh.  

The chorus, under the direction of 
Wendy McCoole, sang This Joint Is 
Jumping and Auld Lang Syne and 
placed fifth with an average score 
of 75%. 


